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SAVE EUROPE NOW 


COBSRA Half-way : 


Food on the Move 


AT MID-WEEK COBSRA HAD 
REACHED THE: £50,000 MARK— 
HALF WAY TOWARDS THE 
£100,000 FOOD RELIEF FUND FOR 
EUROPEAN RELIEF. 

ALREADY the first purchases made 

under the scheme are being 

despatehzd to N.W. Europe, where a 

high proportion of the 1,600 relief 

workers of Cobsra’s constituent 
bodies are operating. 

Even in countries where teams are not 
for the moment at work supplies ane 
being sent to the national Red Cross 
and other reputable voluntary 
bodies. The first shipment has 
already been made to Finland, and 
in the case of Poland, to which 
supplies are also going, it is hoped 
to have a team admitted. 

Alraady from the Dodecanese to the 

Netherlands hungry Europe is 

covered, however thinly, with relief 

avorkers whose supplies may depend 
on the second £50,000 being raised 
quickly. 

Save Europe Now ” wish to thank 

all who have helped them circularise 

the COBSRA appeal. Their share 
in the total response is already 
around £15.000, and still coming in. 


< 


Mr. Bevin’s candour 


clears the 
MORAL COURAGE 


UNO air 


THAT MAY SERVE 


THE CAUSE OF PEACE 


_ “As Iwas then persuaded and remain confirmed that the voice of honest 
indignation is the voice of God, I cared not for consequences, and spoke.” 


O the prophet Isaiah, as conceived by William Blake in The 
Marriage of Heaven and Hell. Mr. Bevin, on Feb. 1, followed 


this illustrious precedent in his 
on British policy in Greece. My 
own feeling is that it will have 
done far more to clear the air 
than whole protocols full of 
decorous equivocation. 


The Russian manceuvre—in counter- 
attacking Britain so as to force her 
to drop supporting the Persian case— 
was so blatant that, had the bluff niot 
been called, UNO would have been 
fatally discredited. But it is highly 
doubtful whether anyone save Mr, 
Bevin would have had the courage to 
eall it so thoroughly. 


The authentic voice 


PROBABLY the Communists will 

be out for his blood in conse- 
quences. They will not get it. Mr. 
Bevin is much more authentic voice 
of the British working-class than they 
are. That does not mean that he can 
speak with authority for the prole- 
tariat of Eastern Europe. But who 
can? Not Mr. Vyshinsky, whose 
political exploits in the Balkans have 
been based as much on suppression as 
on expression of the desires of the 
people. The British effort to estab- 
lish the democracy of tolerance in 
Greece may fail; but, with all its 
mistakes, and in spite of the imon- 
archical bias originally given to it by 
Mr. Churchill, it will better stand the 
test of impartial judgment than the 
Russian policies. 


reply to Mr. Vyshinsky’s attack 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


Mr, Bevin has taken a risk in speak- 
fing forthrightly. But it is high time 
the risk was taken. If UNO cannot 
stand plain speaking, then it is better 
that it should dissolve. But it will 
not dissolve. The more reality enters 
into its proceedings the more it will 
command the attention and respect of 
the world. UNO if it-grows will owe 
much to Mr. Bevin’s honesty and 
courage. 


A symbol of conciliation 
MPHE appointment of Mr. Trypve 
Lie as Secretary-General of 
UNO is a hhappy one. Mr. Lie’s 
personal capacities may not be con- 
spicuously greater than those of the 
other serious candidates for the im- 
portant post; but there has been no 
suggestion that they are any less. As 
a person he is as eligible as any. As 
a political symbol he signifies concilia- 
tion. He was strongly supported by 
the USSR. 

As a Norwegian the inherits a 
definite tradition of constructive in- 
ternationalism: of which the Nansen 
passport is the most famous product. 


Central Hall - the other platform 


"ISHE present strategy of world 

policy is certainly not made in- 
side the main conference hall where 
the delegates of 51 nations listen to 
the speakers. It is the lobby outside 
that has become the strategical plat- 
form of world policy. Here you can 
see and talk to the Prime Ministers, 
Foreign Ministers and Ambassadors 
of all the nations taking part in the 
United Nations conference. You may 
suddenly find yourself next to a Sena- 
tor froy America, or a Press photo- 
grapher; to some big noise from Fleet 
Street or perhaps Mme, Tabouis, I 
approached Mme. Tabouis with the 
words ... “So, you are the woman 
of Whom Hitler said, that you knew 
today, what he is doing tomorrow.” 


That was in February, 1938, when I 


EINSTEIN ADMITS... 


We make no apology for reverting 

to the subject of the atomic 
bomb. It dominates the lives of all 
mankind. 

‘““Many scientists bitterly repent that the 
great secret of atumic energy was ever used 
in war.” So wrote Dorothy Thompson, the 
well-known American columnist, Prof. Ein- 
stein may be one of the number. “ We helped 
in creating this new weapon in order to pre- 
vent the enemies of mankind from achieving 
dt ahead of us,”’ he said recently in New York. 

Now we learn that the German atomic 
scientists brought to England for interroga- 
tian have | returned to Germany, it being 
‘revealed’ that “German atomic research 
was concerned with atomic energy as a source 
of power, not a weapon of war.” (Observer, 
Feb. 4.) It also seems fairly certain that the 
Japanese did not capitulate because two of 
their cities were destroyed by atomic bombs, 
though these may have offered a face-saving 
device for the Japanese war lords. Was that 
adequate grounds for their use that could have 
been provided in no other way? The scientists 
were already repentant or at least in doubt 


whether they had done right when the only 
hypotheses which could have given rational 
justification for their making of the bombs 
were reported to be false. 

The logic of the confession is inescapable. 
*‘We fail to see any guarantee of peace,” says 
Einstein. “ The war is won but not the peace 
ae in fact fear has increased tremendously 
since the termination of the war.” 

The PPU stands for total renunciation, 
believing that to be the only moral as well 
as the only rational course. If you stand 
with us but haven't hitherto or otherwise given 
us supports will you help our Headquarters’ 


Fund. 
MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL, 
Joint Treasurers. 
Contributions to Headquarters’ Fund since 
Jan, 25: £29 16s. 7d. Year’s total to date: 
£118 Us. 6d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. W.C.1. 


attended thie last Reichstag meeting 
before the occupation of Austria. 
Mme. Tabouis replied in pleasant 
English: “I was right, but people 
didn’t believe me.” I remembered her 
well-known articles on foreign affairs 
in “ L’Qiuvre” before the war. 

She is going to sellher paper “ Pour 
la Victoire” which appeared in New 
York and to which the well-known 
French journalist Henri de Kerellis 
contributed. This woman with a 
restless brain iis ywoing to estabhish 
a mew paper in France. Her sus- 
picious of Russia wil produce some 
very frank words in her columns, 
which may not be rightly understood 
by the readers. 

Vernon Bartlett misses hardly any 
of the main sessions of the Assembly. 
Hie looks so fresh and young that you 
would hardly believe he covered the 
opening session of the League 26 
years ago for The Times. But he is 
not the only one seeing the rebirth of 
the League. There are many dele- 
gates who remember its birth, and 
“the tremendous outburst of idealism 
in its creation.” 


1 USE here a phrase from Jan 
Masaryk, he Foreign Minister of 
Czechoslovakia. Shortly after his 
speech, I had a short talk with him. I 
wanted to find out, as a great admirer 
of T.G., how much the son has learned 
from his father. I stressed the im- 
portance of the Sudeten policy of the 
Czechs. ‘“ Sorry to say, a German 
minority inside Czechoslovakia with 
certain rights does not work. The last 
25 years are the bist example of it.” 
“T myself,” (he went on), “ travelled 
through the various towns and vil- 
lages inside the Sudetenland, and I 
must say, that they were all more or 
less Nazified.” To my question, what 
jis going to be done with all the Ger- 
mans, Masaryk replied that his Gov- 
ernment will comply strictly with the 
conditions which have been laid down 
by the Big Three. Asked about the 
Czech attitude towards the new Aus- 
trian Government, Masaryk replied 
that Czechoslovakia wishes friendly 
relations with her neighbours. On my 
Jast question concerning the inter- 
nationalization of the Ruhr the Czech 
Foreign Minister agreed with the 
French plan for international! control. 
After leaving Jan Masaryk, I could 
not help thinking that if he had been 


born in Britain, he would certainly 
have made an excellent opposition 
leader in the Commons. But as 
Foreign Minister of a State over 
which the Hammer and Sickle has a 
silent and invisible influence, Masaryk 
may not be able to develop his great 
hereditary qualifications. 

I asked Professor Dr. P. S. Ger- 
brandy, former Prime Minister of 
Holland if the Dutch Government is 
going to make any territorial claims 
on Germany. The little professor 
with his well-known moustache said, 
“Well, it is difficult to reply to that 
question. As you know, I am not the 
head of our delegation, but there is a 
movement in Holland to claim some 
territory of Germany—after all, we 
have suffered a great deal during the 
occupation.” ‘Is this movement paid 
by the Government?” I continued. 
“No, certainly not, it is independent, 
and the Government has nothing to do 
with it,” said Professor Gerbrandy. 
“What is the economic future and in 
which way will your country develop?” 
The former Prime Minister said, 
“Well, we have certainly not enough 
machines and tools at the present. 
Even s0, we have got a few machines 
from Germany. After we have re- 
built our merchant navy we may be 
able to buy some in America, but I 
can tell you that we are going to ex- 
port butter and cheese very soon.” He 
was quite optimistic about the ex- 
change of goods between Holland and 
the Western Powers in the near 
futune, 


rP\HE next Foreign Minister whom I 
asked for an interview was 
Trygve Lie from Norway. “ Do you 
think that UNO should include 
Sweden?” “Yes, certainly, Sweden 
should become a member of the UNO” 
said Lie, and from his expression one 
could see that he was very pleased at 
having been asked this question. 

As to his candidature. backed by 
the Soviet delegation, as President of 
the Assembly, the Norwegian Foreign 
Minister avoided an answer, When I 
mentioned that thi League had in- 
cluded more States than UNO Lie 
said, “Soon you will see, UNO will 
become @ greater organization than 
the League of Nations ever was.” 

“Well, let us hope so,” I said before 
the Secretary-designate entered the 


conference hall. 
JOSEF GETA 


LOST BATTLE ?| 


EVERAL senior officials yes- 

terday spoke to the country 
in solemn terms about the world’s 
grave food situation, and gave a 
warning that unless drastic steps 
were taken mass starvation in 
Europe was likely before the end 
of the winter. In a broadcast to 
the nation, Mr. John Hutson, 
Under-Secretary for Agriculture, 
said that.... 


EUROPE WAS LOSING THE 
BATTLE FOR ADEQUATE 
FOOD, AND ALMOST SUPER- 
HUMAN EFFORTS WERE 
REQUIRED TO PREVENT 
MASS STARVATION. 


Mr. Dean Acheson, Under- 
Secretary of State, also broad- 
casting, said that even if the 
drastic action being contemplated 
here were carried out there still 
would be suffering and starvation 
in Europe before the next crop 
was harvested. In some countries, 
he added, the situation was so bad 
that wheat and flour stocks were 
sufficient only for a_ fortnight’s 
bread supply—‘“ nothing short ef 
a miracle” can prevent starva- 
tion. 


One of the things the Cabinet 
is expected to consider on Tuesday 


is 

WHETHER TO LIMIT STAR- 
VATION TO GERMANY, 
THEREBY, IN THE WORDS 
OF ONE OFFICIAL, RUN- 
NING THE DANGER OF 
IMPERILLING THE OCCU- 
PATION PROGRAMME, OR 
TO SPREAD SUPPLIES 
EVENLY THROUGH 
EUROPE AND HAVE STAR- 
VATION ON A SMALLER 
SCALE OVER <A _ WIDE- 

SPREAD AREA. 
Europe needs 17,000,000 tons of 
wheat between now and July, but 
not more than 12,000,000 are in 
sight, half of which will be sup- 
plied by the United States .... 
More than 125,000,000 Euro- 
peans, he estimated, have to 
exist this winter on less than 
2,000 calories a day, whereas the 
average American consumption is 
something over 3,000; 28,000,000 
Europeans will get under 1,500 
calories and some less than 1,000. 
—The Times, Washington 
Correspondent, Feb. 4. 


Moreover, Norway is the only Euro- 
pean country—barring unhappy Fin- 
land—which has a common frontier 
with Russia and yet does not form 
part of the new Eastern bloc. On 
this ground alone the choice of the 
Norwegian Foreign Minister would be 
justified. 


e,e . 
The Nansen tradition 
WHat I mean by the tradition of 
Norway—and in particular iof 
Nansen—and why it touches a par- 
ticular chord in Russian hearts—is 
explained by this press-cutting of 25 
years ago. 

“On Friday, Sept. 30, 1921, at Geneva, Dr. 
Nansen made a noble appesl to the Assembly 
of the League of Nations on behalf of Russia‘s 
starving millions. He pointed out that every- 
thing needed for the relief of the Russian 
people was only a few hundred miles away; 
that the necessary transport could be avail- 
able at a month's notice; that he had asked 
the Governments of Europe for £5,000,000; 
and the Governments had refused help.” 

In a moving passage Dr. Nansen said: 

“I do not believe that the people of Europe 
will sit with folded hands’ through the slow 
months of winter and watch the millions of 
Russia starving to death, The situation § is 
this: In Canada this year the crop is so good 
that she will be able to export three times as 
much as is necessary to meet the difficulty 
caused by the famine in Russia. In the United 
States wheat is decomposing in the farmers’ 
stores because they cannot find purchasers for 
the surplus. In the Argentine maize is lying 
in such abundance that they cannot get rid 
of it, and it is being used as fuel in locomotives 
because that is the only way in which they 
can use it, Between us and America ships 
are lying idle; we cannot find employment 
for them; and on the other side, in the East 
of Europe, 20 or 80 million of people are 
starving to death. 

“In the name of humanity,”’ cried Dr. Nan- 
sen in conclusion, “in the name of everything 
noble and eacred, I appeal to you, who have 
women and children of your own, to consider 
what it means to see women and children 
perishing by the million. In this place I appeal 
to the Governments, to the peoples of Europe, 
to the whole world, for their help. Hasten to 
act before it js too late to repent.” 

“That noble appeal fell on deaf ears. To 
its eternal disgrace the Assembly of the 
League of Nations washed their hands of 
responsibility for helping some 20 millions of 
people from certain death by starvation.” 


Time stops East of the Vistula 

MER. PHILIPS PRICE, M.P. recently 
> compteted 4,000 miles of travel 
in Russia. Summing up his im- 
pressions in the Manchester Guardian 
(Jan, 30) he makes a judgment on the 
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France on trial 


fo those who believe that material 
power is not the sole determin- 
ant of human history, but that moral 
achievement is at least as effective, 
in the long run, what happens in 
France now is of the utmost import- 
ance. France is, indeed, a test case 
for those who cling to the faith that 
a nation, weak in material power, 
may yet be strong and influential. 

Of the material weakness of France, 
no one can doubt. It has been the 
worst element in the de Gaulle régime 
that its dominant purpose has been to 
revive the military strength of 
France, while neglecting that re- 
generation of French society—the 
body politic, econom{e and social— 
upon which the true strength of the 
nation depends. To have rejected 
the drastic purgation of the national 
finances, with all that it entailed in 
the way of social discipline, in order 
to lavish the real resources of the 
nation on a swollen army and the 
vain effort to galvanize France into 
the semblance of a Great Power, was 
worse than a blunder: it was a crime. 
If, as many suppose, de Gaulle chose 
this moment to resign in order that 
the three political parties shall bear 
the responsibility of the purgation of 
the French economy which he himself 
shrank from timposing—it was worse 
than a crime; it was infamy. 

We do nit believe that this was de 
Gaulle’s intention, though it is attri- 
buted to him by those who, two years 
ago, indulged in hyperbolic praise of 
him as “the saviour of France.” 
Perhaps they do not realize that they 
ame imputing to him now, in the 
supreme degree, the moral cowardice 
and the pursuit of popular favour at 
the cost of principle and common 
honesty, for which he has so strongly 
condemned the democracy of the Third 
Republic. We believe rather that de 
Gaulle is an honourable, but essen- 
tially narrow-minded man; a _ pro- 
fessional soldier of vision so limited 
that he is incapable of conceiving 


Through Irish eyes 
WENTY-FOUR years of political 
independence has not been long 
enough for the elimination from the 
minds of the Irish people of the 
opinion that the English are scoun- 
drels, oppressors and hypocrites. 
And recent happenings are not helping 
our re-education. 

We know there is famine in Europe, 
the newspapers say so, but what is 
more convincing our rations were cut 
to allow the government to send sup- 
plies of food and clothing as a gift to 
thie Continental peoples. We are for- 
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social discipline save in military, 
terms. The idea that the renascence 
of which France is in such desperate 
need is essentially a civil renascence 
is beyond him. 

Unfortunately, it may be equally 
beyond the French political parties. 
Since they were elected, they have 
shown deplorably little sign of true 
civic responsibility. A few of the 
older leaders—notably Léon Blum— 
have written with a real sense ‘of 
devotion to the Republic—the~ res 
publica: the commonweal. But their 
behaviour, as a whole, has been terri- 
fying to those who have the future of 
democracy at heart. If de Gaulle 
had been a man of deep understand- 
ing, comprehensive vision, and moral 
courage, he might have inspired a 
movement fof the regeneration of 
French democracy, which could have 
prevailed over the paralysis of the 
politicians. As it is, he has left them 
with the responsibility for rescuing 
France from the most serious situa- 
tion she has been in since 1870. If 
they can succeed in so changing them- 
selves that they will act with a sense 
of corporate loyalty, if they will agree 
to accept the common odium of forc- 
ing through a body of measures which 
will be hated by al] classes in France, 
then we may believe that democracy 
in France will survive. 

But if French democracy fails at 
the arduous test, our own_ task, 
already hard, will be made infinitely 
harder. If France fails, indeed, it is 
hardly possible that we shall succeed. 
Therefore let us hope—and pray—for 
France. The trial is upon her now. 
On her emerging from it successfully 
depends the chance af saving Europe 
from being engulfed by totalitarian- 
ism. The real spiritual battle for the 
soul of Europe, of which the war was 
the material and equivocal precursor, 
is now begun: and the first great 
campaign it will be fought in the fair 
months betwe2n now and the coming 
elections in France. 


tunate to be able to do so: we are not 
complaining, 


We are told that the reason why the big 
countries have done so little to save the 
Europeans is lack of transport. In the same 
newspapers are photographs of hundreds of 
new lorries parked on country roads in Eng- 
land, stretching as far as the camera lens 
can see, rotting in the weather. As for fuel, 


LETTERS 


the Americans have no petro! rationing and 
we and the British have allowances for 
pleasure motoring. 


In our newspapers British shipping com- 
panies are advertising for cargo from New- 
foundland and Sweden to Dublin in competi- 
tion with our own boats. We have been 
promised a cargo of oranges every fortnight 
from Palestine. The first lot reached us this 
week and very nice they are, too. Again we 
are not complaining; we can use all the ship- 
ping we can get but there are others whose 
need is greater and I have a sufficiently high 
opinion of Mr. De Valera to believe that if he 
was sure that to refuse such _ facilities 
would result in their diversion to Europe he 
would do so. 

One hundred years ago the Irish had a 
famine while wheat was being exported to 
England. Three years ago the Indians starved 
while cargoes of harley from Karachi were 
arriving here to be made into stout for British 
consumption. But then, of course, it was the 
work of the wicked capitalists. Now you have 
a Labour Government, so that excuse won't 
work, 

Perhaps the traditional Irish analysis of the 
English character is not so far wrong. 

JOHN MacCAUGHEY. 

37 Nassau Street, 

Dublin, Hire. 


one 
Joy and Sacrifice 

L.E.H.'s conclusion that there is a great 
need for pacifists ta be aware of the aspect 
of Joy as an attribute of Peace is very 
pertinent. Yet there is, I feel, an error in 
the assumption implicit in it, that Joy and 
Sacrifice are necessarily incompatible. 

Sacrifice implies suffering. In his comments 
on the relation between the measure of pro- 
gress and suffering, Gandhi has said that 
‘“‘The purer the suffering the greater the 
progress.” By purity of suffering he means, 
presumably—that the sufferer apprehends the 
eause of hia trials, that the latter are not 
the consequence of his own misdoings, and 
that they are within his power to avoid them. 
(I do not suggest that unavoidable suffering 
eannot be directed along constructive channels 
—only that it is, of necessity, less purposeful.) 

Witness the suffering of Christ on the Crass. 
In no other way could He have brought the 
consummate Joy that He has done, to millions. 
Fhe paradox is, that those who would experi- 


> “The Changing Nature of Pacifism” 


@ In his second article 
WILFRED WELLOCK 
re-examines the question of 


MPHE chief cause of the aim- 
potence of the _ pacifist 
movement is its failure to understand 
the deeper causes and implications of 
war. Even today it does not know 
precisely what it is after. It wants 
peace, of course, but it is at sea with 
regard to the things that belong to 
peace. Te 
Modern pacifism originated among 
middle class people who, in the main, 
were the product of Progress—that 
19th century fetish which sanctioned 
the exploitation of workers at home, 
of Colonial and Eastern peoples and 
of financially and militarily weak 
nations. 


The new fetish 


Out of that sectional materialism 
has come the mass materialism of to- 
day. The extension of materialism 
may be just, but its effect will be to 
strengthen all the evil tendencies 
which make for war in the modern 
world. The: attempt to supply 
2,000,000,000 people with all the 
latest gadgets of our materialistic 
arcadia will solve no economic or 
social problems. 

Thus a pacifism that is unrelated 
to the good life is meaningless. Peace 
is a quality of the good life, and can 
come by no other means. The effort 
to achieve that life causes humanity 
to function on the highest social level, 
in accordance with a system of values 
that is derived either from a religion 
or a philosophy. 


q)juR knowledge of the physi- 
cal universe compels us to 
believe in the order of nature, while 
our experience of pains and pleasures 
compels us to believe in a moral 
order, whose laws are laws of value, 
of right and wrong, of what increases 
life and what destroys it. For 
Christians the good life is the more 
abundant life which Christ pro- 
claimed; for the ancient Greeks it was 
the attainment of excellence, and for 
the ancient Hebrews, wisdom and 
understanding, length of days, riches 
and honour. 

By virtue of the moral law, the 
material is brought within the control 
of the spiritual, whence it is permitted 
to make its rightful contribution to 
the good life. But when, as today, 
physical desire is given a free rein, 


ence this Joy, can hardly escape to some 
degree, a share in Christ’s Sacrifice. 
S. J. HAYWARD. 
Tresham, 


nr. Wotton-U-Edge, Glos. 


Religion and Politics 


I should not have written this letter did it 
not seem, from your issue of Feb. 1, that the 
advocates of a religious form of pacifism are 
likely to win their case by default. Mr. Wel- 
lock, in the course of his article, blames the 
frequency of war on ‘‘ materialism ” (mean- 
ing, apparently, not the philosophy of 
materialism, but a longing for material 
advancement), and Winifred Rawlins states 
that the ‘“ God-idea’”’ is a necessity to all 
men in all ages. All this seems to be in reply 
to a perfectly simple letter saying that a 
Movement whose aim is to outlaw war has 
not necessarily any directly. religious affilia- 
tions. 

I should have thought that this was perfectly 
obvious. If, in fact, we feel the abstract 
truth of Christianity, with its leaning towards 
better things in Heaven, why should we bother 
about conditions on earth? The weakness of 
the religious point of view in all political 
Movements is that it is always possible to 
postpone action to the next life—and this is 
what no progressive Movement in politics can 


possibly agree to do. 
JOHN ROWLAND. 
Conway House, Watling Street, 
Radlett, Herts. 


M.P.s and the Loan 


The trials of a social credit evangelist are 
not adequate reason for abusing the “‘ motives 
and standards” of those who resist conver- 
sion. This Commons is very new and unlike 
the Lords. I suspect that Bedford has not 
caught up with its earnestness and sense of 
responsibility. 

It is odd that Tory and Labour MPs are 
named as the villains, for both parties sprouted 
a_crop of rebels on the Loan. Only the 
Liberals, who were supported by the Duke at 
the election, voted solidly for it! 

The Labour Party, at least, had a full and 
free discussion on the Loan. Foot and Stokes 
had much more space in the Herald to pan 
it than Gaitskell had to defend it. Mr. Byng- 


ham admits that 98 Memhers voted against it.) 


(he pronounces) “just did as 
they were told.” QED. As for his “ Inter- 
national Finance,” 1 wilt at the capitals. Such 
emotional abstractions merely provide scape- 
goats: they inhihit reasoned discussion. . 
May I summarize a_ tenable attitude which 
involves no moral obloquy but which your 
correspondents nowhere consider: while dis- 
liking what T still call the narrowly eurrency 
aspects of the Loan one supports it, on the 
whole, in the belief that to reject it would 
do the greater harm to Anglo-American co- 
operation, to world economis and ultimately 
to peace. cee 
Pacifists who have endured the attribution 
of cowardly motives should be chary of assum- 


i th i thers. 
sae ial HOWARD WHITTEN. 


The others 


Ends and 


Means 


the pleasures of today become the 
pains of tomorrow, and the whole 
mechanism of life breaks down, 
terminating in disorder and death. 

Now to bring physical and material 
factors into subjection to spiritual law 
and a spiritual purpose, is to give 
effect to the profoundest social nevolu- 
tion that lies within man’s power. It 
involves discrimination, the sacrifice 
of the lower for the higher, of the 
cheap and tawdry for the beautiful 
and durable, of complexity for sim- 
plicity, of multiplicity of goods for the 
pearl of greatest price, of exciting 
diversions for creative satisfactions, 
of speed and restlessness fior medita- 
tion, of monotony and endless change 
for things of character and distinc- 
tion, of fashion for personality, of 
class and family pride and_ the 
parade of money for neighbourliness 
and local exchange wf sa@rvices and 
productions. 


Worth-while labour 


Living on this level we should have 
far fewer wants, although to satisfy 
them would be more costly in creative 
labour. As such labour is highly 
satisfying and an indispensable con- 
dition of mental and spiritual growth, 
it would be worth while. We should 
live more slowly, use our limbs more, 
converse more, spend more time in 
meditation. We should deem it far 
more important to build ourselves 
convenient and really beautiful houses 
and to adorn them with lovely gar- 
dens than to construct huge stadiums, 
dog tracks and the like, or fill our 
streets with speeding cars and the 
sky with space devouring aeroplanes. 
We should transform the machine 
into an instrument of men’s purposes, 
and see to it that it did mot usurp 
vital human functions. We should 
dispense with thousands of costly, and 
often adulterated processed fioods, in: 
favour of wholesome produce, locally 
grown as far as possible. 

ALL this is sound pacifist 
philosophy and in accord- 
ance with true religion. No dis- 
coveries of new forms of energy will 
ever be able to challenge the truth 
‘that man does not live by bread alone, 
and that creative labour is an. indis- 
pensable condition of spiritual growth 
and abundant life. 

Christ was not a pacifist in the 
sense that he tacked on to his life a 
propaganda against war, but in the 
sense that peace is the order of the 
good life. To make the spiritual law 
the supreme law of life is the begin- 
ning of the social and world revolution 
we seek; and it is the only effective 
pacifism. It puts material and money 
values in their place. 


A rootless society 


It is because of the usurpation of the 
spiritual law by lawless desire that we are 
today producing a rootless society, a mass 
society that increasingly has to be fed by 
a bountiful State, bodily and mentally. As 
world disorder spreads, the State finds it 
necessary to extend its control in the realm 
of human functioning. A society which thus 
rests on money and pursues money values can 
produce no roots, or offer effective resistance 
when its liberties are assailed. When money 
fails life fails, whehce follow war. plundering, 
murder, theft and every conceivable vice. 

The beginning of salvation is the growing 
of spiritual and social roots. It is also the 
foundation of the only effective pacifism, and 
involves the pursuit of creative values which 
are also social values of the highest order. 
In creative living the individual projects him- 
self into his neighbourhood. The true pacifist 
will decline to pass on his social responsibility 
to the power politicians, but will build accord- 
ing to his own plans. It thus lies in the power 
of pacifists to produce a thousand micro- 
cosms of a peaceful society which, pieced 
together might form the nucleus of such 2 
society, or at worst might serve as beacons 
in the dark days which lie ahead. This is 


neither pessimism nor optimism. but stark 
realism. 
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Where the mind is without fear and 
the head is held high; 

Where knowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been 
broken up by narrow domestic walls; 

Where words come from the depths 
of truth; 

Where tireless striving stretches its 
arms towards perfection; 

Where the clear stream of reason 
has not lost its way in the dreary sand 
of dead habit; 

Where the mind is led forward by 
Thee into ever widening thought and 
action; 

Into that heaven of freedom, Father, 
let my country awake. 

—Rabindranath Tagore. 


PP?U Non-Violence Column 


RESISTANCE 


rPHE struggles against tyranny | 
- which were carried on by the 
occupied countries during the past 
few years should provide fruitful 


material for the pacifist movement to | 


study and investigate. 
The fact that in some countries the 


struggle was characterized by a much | 


greater degree of violence than in 
others, the extent to which violence 
was consciously avoided as far as 
possible in some cases and deliberately 
resorted to in others and the reasons 
that led to these courses being 
adopted, the comparative effectiveness 
of the violent and non-violent methods 
of resistance—these are but some of 
the points that might be examined 
with advantage by those concerned to 
find a method of resisting tyranny 
that is compatible with the essential 
mature of democracy. 

The first necessity is to ascertain 
the facts. Unfortunately there is still 
a great deal of confusion in the evid- 
ence that comes to us from the occu- 
pied countries and a great many 
resultant misconceptions about the 


nature of the resistance movements. 
We are stlill not in a position to assess 
the significance of the underground 
struggles or to answer the relevant 
questions because we are not in 
possession of the full data. 

Happily, opportunities of obtaining first- 
hand information and filling up the gaps in 
our knowledge are rapidly increasing. Already 
quite a number of people who have been 
actively engaged in the resistance movements 
Se la B25 i lt Se Sl Ee hi i li te a i Sg i le er i 

“I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 


NEVER SUPPORT OR’ SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” 


This pledge, signed by each member, 1s 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Further information from: General 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard Honse, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


on the Continent have "paid visits to this 
country and the opportunity should be seized 
by PPU groups to invite such people to give 


talks on their experiences. The Non-Violence 
Committee have recently asked the WRI (who 
have published relevant pamphlets on Den- 
mark and Norway) to keep them informed 
of the arrival of people who come over from 
the Continent under their auspices so that 
groups may be notified of their presence in 
this country and speaking engagements can 
be arranged. 

It is important, however, that not only paci- 
fists but members of the general public should 
have the chance of learning the facts about 
the resistance movements and the significance 
of the methods used in the underground 
struggles. PPU groups should therefore try 
to arrange speaking engagements for these 
visitors from the Continent with discussion 
groups and similar organizations in their own 
locality who would doubtless welcome the 
opportunity of hearing a member of one of the 
resistance movements, even if he had been 
misguided enough to believe in non-violent 
means! The General Secretary, PPU, wil! help 
groups find such speakers. 

KEN WOODROOFE. 
* * * 

Stuart Morris is the acting secretary of the 
PPU Immediate Issues Committee. Communi- 
cations relevant to the work of that committee 


should be addressed to him at Dick Sheppard 
House. 


A Cvech peacemaker 


PREMYSL PITTER is in _ this 

country on a mission from the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Social Wel- 
fare to arrange the orderly and 
humane removal of Germans—par-: 
ticularly children—to Germany. They 
are at present crowded in inadequate 
and insanitary internment camps in 
Czechoslovakia; and the Czechoslovak 
government is unable with its present 
resources to make better provision 
for them. Since the expulsion of the 
entire Sudeten population is the fixed 
policy of the Government, supported 
by the vast majority of the people, 
the best thing to be aimed at (says 
Pitter) is that the expatriation should 
be effected in an orderly and humane 
manner. 

Frenzy abated 

The outburst of anti-German frenzy, 
he said, has perceptibly abated. And 
he gave as an example a brief story 
of his own work. He had arranged 
the repatriation of a number of Czech 
children from German concentration 
camps. Since they were in urgent 
need of recuperation he had obtained 
the use of five large country houses 
in Czechoslovakia, formerly inhabited 
by Germans, where the children 
showing most sign of undernourish- 
ment and strain were happily recon- 
ditioned. When this work was at an 
end, he began to use the same country 
houses for a preliminary recondition- 
ing of German children from the 
Czech camps. There was an uproar 
in the press. No less than 11 articles 
were published denouncing his new 
activity as pro-German. Pitter made 
no public reply. But immediately a 
stream of small donations began to 
flow towards him. He received in all 
20,000 kronen (£600) for his work 
from “the small people” of Czecho- 
slovakia. 

He.is now gathering together inter- 
national teams under the auspices of 
the war-devastated districts of 
the central office of IVSP for recon- 
struction work in the war-devastated 
districts of Slovakia—they are to be- 
gin in Oppava. 

oe eannot over-emphasize the importance 
the said) of the British giving every oppor- 
tunity to Czech students of coming to the 


country to study. The younger generation has 
had no experience of the values of a liberal 


: J.M.M. back on the air 


John Middleton Murry, editor of 
Peace News, whose broadcast series of 
talks “ Europe in Travail” in the 
early days of the war made a gréat 
impression and aroused Parliamen- 
tary questions, is returning to the 
microphone next week. 

On Tuesday next and the three suc- 
ceeding Tuesdays he is broadcasting 


a series of four talks entitled “ Man: 
IHusion and Reality,” at 10.15 p.m. 


WEST MIDLAND Area A.G.M. on 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS |3\.eu S% ad Shue GW 


and Christian civilization. At thinks of them 
as exemplified in ‘the betrayal of Munich.’”’ 


Whereat, I hung my head: remem- 
bering how passionately Max Plow- 
man had pleaded in The Adelphi for 
some immediate and generous gesture 
from this country towards the brave 
people we had left in the lurch. It is 
not too late even now. Why does not 
the British Government found a new 
series of ‘European Scholarships ” 
at the universities—after the pattern 
of the Rhodes Scholarships of old— 
so that at least 100 Czech students 
should be enabled to come here every 
year, and the bitter memory _ of, 
Munich be obliterated. J. M. M. 


FAU REPORT PROGRESS 


"PHE Friends’ Ambulance Unit 

Report for December, 1945, is a 
restrained and eloquent document of 
the misery of the world. Itself a 
summary of work in Germany, 
France, Italy, Austria, Yugoslavia, 
Greece, India and China—it is im- 
possible to summarize. At the time 
of the report 157 members were work- 
ing in Germany, 110 in China, 47 in 
Italy, 36 in Austria, 33 in France and 
26 in Greece. Sections of 12 are now 
stationed at five centres in the Ruhr, 
where they are working under the 
direction of German medical officers 
of health, reinstated in the positions 
from which they were dismissed in 


1933. 
“These men (says the Report) are sadly 
lacking in self-confidence and have largely 


forgotten the democratic methods which they 
once practised. Besides using their transport 
to distribute food and clothing and medical 
supplies, the FAU members will strive to 
help them regain their confidence and to 
reorganize their committees and departments 
on co-operative and democratic lines.” No 
more valuable work could be done. The 
address of the FAU is 4 Gordon Square, W.C.1. 
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THE LETTER 


you cannot conceive, 
countess 

What conditions are like over here. 

Everything, wrote the countess, 28 
utterly depressing, 

The future is unutterably drear, 

We've none of us any clothes you 
know; 

I wear the same old dresses I wore 

Two years ago, and though I dare say 
they are adequate 

They are such a blistering bore. 

We are caving in with the cold, wrote 
the countess, : 

And though all the fires are alight 

George and I have to go without baths, 
if you please, ; 

Nearly every Saturday night. 

And the central heating is very feeble 

And the gas heaters give out next to 
no heat, 

And I simply won't break your heart 
wrote the countess, 

By telling you what we eat! 

I know you cannot imagine, wrote the 
countess, 

Being so far away, | 

What terrible hardships we endured 
during the war years 

And are still enduring today. 

Where art the fruits of victory, I ask 
myself? : , 

Have we won, my friend, only to lose? 

Where is the nail varnish and the 
extra petrol coupons? 

Where are the bananas and the shoes? 

Oh, I do wish I were dead, wrote the 
countess, 

As dead as a slice of Spam! 


l am thinking of you, answered Miss 


van der Byl, 
Writing from Rotterdam. 


wrote the 


V. G. 


(Reproduced by permission of the 
proprietors of Punch.) 


Finchley “Save Europe: Now” meeting 


At a public meeting held in North Finchley 
on Jan. 28, under the auspices of the Finchley 
and District Save Europe Now Committee, 
John McNair, general secretary of the ILP. 
who ssent 25 years on the Continent, said 
that in the problem the essential difficulty 
was that of transport, owing to the devasta- 
tion of the war. Even so, if the will were 
there it would be possible to use the thousands 
of Army trucks which were lying idle in 
Western Europe. The boys in the BAOR 
would jump at the opportunity, whilst waiting 
for demobilisation, of .doing such service for 
the suffering peoples of Europe. It would 
be possible without in any way cutting our 
own rations to release reserves of food stocks 
from this country to meet the immediate 
erisis. 

Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP, who had just returned 
from a visit to Europe testified to the ill-clad 
and underfed state of the poorer section of the 
community. In Paris and elsewhere the ordin- 
ary exchange rates had completely given way 
to what he called the “‘ Black Market Stand- 
ard.’”’ Industria] workers were both hungry 
and cold for lack of food, fuel, clothing, and 
in many cases shelter. 

Into an area which could not support its 
own population, millions of people were being 


cannot 
conditions of empivyment in 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
confirm satisfactory |requd. 


driven from Poland, Sudetenland and else- 
where. To the existing problem of displaced 
persons, of the slaves that the Nazis had used 
in the German industries, and who were now 
returning to their homes (where these atill 
existed) was added that of the Sudetens ana 
Silesians who, had been turned adrift, often 
at an hour’s notice under the Yalta Agree- 
ment, 

As much pressure as possible should be 
brought by public opinion in this country on 
the Government and through it upon the 
people of the USA who were in a far more 
favourable position to help. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Home: quarterly, 3s. 8d.; yearly, 12a. 6d. 
Abroad: quarterly, 2s. 9d.; yearly, 100. 6d. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifiem. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, do 
not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised. 


COMPETENT SHORTHAND-typist 
immediately with knowledge 
ali pustsjof filing and office routine. Apply in 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 

TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
axtra). Please don’t send «tampa in 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address 
Yor Box No. replies: Peace News, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


Displayed advertisements: Maximum 
size 3 column inches. Copy by first 
post Friday. 


We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 


ACCOMMODATION 
€.0. REQUIRES acmdtn. from 
Feb. 10. Liverpoo] dist. Sun. to Fri. 
Philip Smith, Studfold, Ribblesdale, 


Yorks. 


TWO PARTLY furn, rms. to Jet 
singly or together, Maida Vale, young 


bachelor only, interested in music. 
Box 276. 

ACMDTN. AVAILABLE North 
London next two months. Write 


Humphreys, 55 Marsh Lane, N.W.7. 


YOUNG LADY pacifist urgently 
requs. furn, acmdtn. with cooking 
facilities. Box 271. 

BEAUTIFUL BRICK bungalow in 
Wales may possibly be available for 
a few weeks before Easter. Glorious 
hillside position. 6 miles sea. Mod. 
convs. Rent 10s. weekly for short 
period between lets. Box 279. ~ 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
bappy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Juudilow. The Briare, Crich, Mat- 
lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
Ambergate 44). 

RUSHMERE GUEST House Selsey 
200 yarda from sea, comfortable 
homely, open throughout year. Terms 
mod., brochure Victor Smith. (Mana- 
ger, Stephen Stoner, Co., Ltd.) 


EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING AND WRITING 


lessons (correspndnee. or visit) 5s., 
classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hil! Rd., London, 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


HOUSES FOR SALE 


FOR SALE vacant possession, rose 
embowered ettge., oak beams, 
secluded, 2 reception, 2 bedrms., 
kitchen, washhse, garage, 4 good 
sheds. Running water (h. and c.) 
bathrm., kitchen, washhse. Large 
grdn., abundance flowering shrubs, 
soft fruits, Orchard 100 fruit trees. 
Main water, electricity. Freehold. 
Inspection, offers over £1,600 invited. 
Lees, Rosedene, Stowupland, Stow- 
market. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


WANTED MOST urgently lock-up 
garage for one car. Reasonable. Nr. 
Denmark Hill, Camberwell. Box 269. 

TRAILER CARAVAN wanted, also 
350 c.c. motor-cycle. Known makes. 
BM/DLND, W.C.1. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International 
wd. welcome gifta oi foreign 


stamps for subsequent sale on behaif 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 


received with gratitude. Pl. send to 
the War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


FREEMASONRY EXPOSED by 
Rev. Hunt, B.A. 100-page bk., ex- 
tracts from masonic literature ; 
2s. 8d. Seo. Book Club, 21 Poplar 
Grove, New Malden. 

_ QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


MEETINGS, &ec. 


FEB. 15. Spkr.: William Douglas- 
Home ex-capt. R.A.C., 7.30 Central 
London Group, 8 Endsleigh Gdns. 


Broad St., Birmingham. Sat., 3 p.m. 
Committee, 4.45 tea, 5.30 Ist Session, 
8.0 dancing. Sun., 3 p.m. 2nd Ses- 
sion, 5.0 tea. Orders for tea (and 
hospitality) to H. H., 23 Tixall Rd.. 
Birmingham, 28. 

FRIENDS RELIEF Service Old 
Members meeting (including War 
Vies), Friends Hse., Sat., Mar. 2. 
8.30 p.m. to discuss formation of 
Association. Write James Bland, c/o 
F.R.S., Friends Hse., for details. 


THE LONDON W.R.I. Conference 
next weekend (16 and 17) has been 
extended and will occupy Sat. after- 
noon and evening; Sun. morning and 
afternoon. At 6 Endsleigh St. Send 
for details. 


DEVON and Cornwall Area A.G.M 
on Sat., Feb. 16 at Swarthmore 
Settlement, Mutley Plain, Plymouth. 
3.30 Business Mtg., 5.15 Tea. Please 
bring food. 6.0 Spkr.: Alan Mister. 


PERSONAL 
URGENTLY REQUD. for 21 year- 


old articled engineer, now recovering 
from mental breakdown a temporary 
country home where sympathetic 
treatment and opportunity for hard 
work available. Paying guest. Sug- 
gestions, enquiries welcomed. Box 
278. 

“A CUCKOO in the P.P.U. nest,” 
says eminent pacifist of Phoenix. 
But a cuckoo would choose a more 


advertised. Applications in doubt are 
recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1., which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 


; APPLICATIONS ARE invited 
from men or women for pioneer social 
experiment with problem families. 
Maintenance/pocket money. Apply: 
P.S.U., 56 Grove St., Liverpool, 7. 


BED SITTINGRM., wireless, elec- 
trict fire; also two unfurn. rms. if 
required in return for domestic help 
with elderly couple. Suit person with 
child. Country town on bus route. 
Reasonable’ salary. Apply: Mrs. 
Fisher, Woburn, Bletchley, Bucks. 


WOMAN REQUD. assist warden 
youth hostel. Write Rectory Farm, 
Charney Bassett, Wantage, Berks. 


ASSISTANT WANTED at Dick 
Sheppard Hse. for (mainly) London 
Area work. At least half-time. 
Shthnd. typing and general. Write 
Roger Page, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


COMPETENT SECRETARY requd. 
Typing and shthnd. essential. In- 
terest in social, educational and 
religious work; residential. Long 
hours; opportunity for club work, ete. 
Applications to the Warden, Sydney 
J. Russell, Kingsley Hall, Dagenham, 
Essex. 


STATIONERY. CAPABLE experi- 


writing with photograph if possible 
to War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middx. 

SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


DOCTOR C.O. desires assistantship 


with practitioner having similar 
views. Write Box 274. 
PACIFIST HOSPITAL  Porter- 


handyman seeks similar work. W. 
London or vicinity. Box 270. 


TWO C.O.s requ. land work within 
40 miles wf London; experienced. 
Haberwell, 65 Hillwent Rd., S.E.22. 

PACIFIST SINGLE requs. per- 
manent work on mrkt. gdn., prefer- 
ably some glass. Cotswold dist. Box 
272. 

PART-TIME history student requs. 
work Mar. Suggestions. Box 280. 
TYPEWRITING / DUPLICATING 
expert work. Terms mod. Prompt, 
confidential service. 1 Lower Church 
Rd., Richmond, Surrey. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FOUNTAIN PEN repair service. 
Unwanted pens and parts purchased. 
Weir, 49 Ravel Row, Glasgow, E.1. 
NATURE CURE—Paychological & 
Drugless Treatment of Disease by 


enced assistant requd. Purley dist. 
Able to take charge of dept. Box 


comfortable nest. Phoenix was 
hatched from a P.P.U. egg. Read 
“But What Hinders You” from 


Phoenix, 141 Grays Inn Rd., W.C.1. 


J LADY SPIRITED, musical, human- 
itarian, internationalist, welcomes 
iciendship man thirties similat inter- 
ests. Box 277. 


275. 


TWO LADIES pacifists requ. hel- 
per to do simple cooking, no cieuning. 
Afternoons free for rest or study. 
Bed-sittzrm. with gas fire. Nr. 
Woodbrooke College, B’ham. Box 273. 


ASSISTANT TO Manageress requd. 


Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
Specialist and Bates Practitioner 
(eyesight corrected by natural 
methods); Daisy E. Bailey, Specialist 
in Women's ailments and Children’s 
complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
path, Naturopath. Consultation by 
appt. 134 Hoppere Rd., Winchmore 
Hil. W.21. Palmers Green 7868. 


ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 


FRIENDSHIPS CONFIDENTIALLY |from April to Sept. all found with|tradera bka.; attenda to all Income 


formed. For parties. write 55 Lyn- 
v.ood Drive, Romford. 

JOIN Victory Corresponde~+? 
Club, 34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for 
congenial pen-friends. 

YOU WILL find true Friendship in 
the L. and H. C. C. Club. Parties. 
from Sec., 39 Reighton Rd., London, 
E.5. S.a.e. 

CONTACT CLUB. 
friendships for all. 
Sec., P.N. 
Cardiff. 


Congenial pen 
Partics., stp., 
19 Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, 


private bedsittgrm. Write age, 
expce., remuneration requd. Rush- 
mere Guest Hse., Selsey. 


INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY 
Service for Peace. To develop pre- 
sent opportunities at home and abroad 
additional administrative workers, 
particularly shthd. typists needed im- 
mediately. Volunteers (pocket money 
and maintenance basis) requd. in 


Leeds and London. Detaila from 1 


Lyddon Trce., Leeds, 2. 


Tax matters; company formation: 
audits and costing. Pi«vincial clients 
visited without obligaslon. Box 96. 

A WORD to the ailing. Do not 
despair. Start today Send for two 
20-page booklets of encouraging life- 
conserving information about Garlic, 
which comes nearer to a universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
stamps 5d. to Allysol Company, Fair- 
light, Sussex. 
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Russian humanism will return 


“OBSERVER® CONTINUED & 


Russian officials which, in view of his 
old acquaintance with Russia, carries 
weight. 


““T have observed very little change for the 
better in the efficiency of the lower grades of 
the Civil Service compared with Tsarist times. 
Businesslike habits are hardly more common 
now than they were then. As before time 
counts for little east of the Vistula. On the 
other hand there is a great improvement in 
the higher ranks of the Civil Service and in 
the governing quarters generally. _ This is 
greatly to the credit of the Communist Party 
which has replaced the heads of the .inefficient 
Romanov bureaucracy and is slowly incul- 
cating business habits. But the process 1s 
slow.” 

That is obviously a balanced and 
probably a reliable judgment. Mr. 
Price also confirms what I have heard 
from other sources: namely, that the 
advent of the Labour Government thas 
rather increased than diminished 
Russia’s suspicion of the West be- 
cause (says Mr. Price) it is now 
realized that there is a counter- 
attraction to the working-class forces 
in Europe.” Consequently, the 
Russian Press is full of pinpricks 
against Britain. 


Those who won’t go back 

THE British-American and the 
“ Russian points of view are jin 
pretty direct conflict on the matter of 
displaced persons and refugees. The 
British view, supported by USA, is 
that UNO should establish an inter- 
national organization for the resettle- 
ment of all who do not wish to return 
to their own countries. The Russian 
view (actually voiced by Jugoslavia) 
is that most of those who are un- 
willing to return are people of “ un- 
democratic ideas” and deserve no 
help from the United Nations whose 
enemies they are. The only people 
who are entitled to recognition and 
help as refugees are refugees from 
Fascism. Fascism thas been over- 
thrown except in Spain. Therefore, 
except for refugees from Spain—and 
Jews, everybody should be compelled 
to return to his own country. 

There iis a _ beautiful simplicity 
about this thesis, based as it is on the 
Russian conception of “ democracy.” 
Particularly interesting, therefore, jis 
a compromise suggested by the 
Netherlands delegate. . 


““He said that work for refugees must be 
based on the principle of human rights for 


which the United Nations stood. Therefore 
resettlement called for international action. 
This, however, would’ include handing over 


people who were properly liable for extra- 
dition to face justice in their own countries.” 
(Manchester Guardian, Jan. 29.) 


The crucial word is “ properly.” By 
Western standards political offenders 
are mot liable to extradition. If that 
principle is accepted, the compromise 
would be a virtual victory for the 
Western idea. 


Headway against inertia 
fPYHOUGH perhaps it is not 


always apparent in this column, 
I have a great faith én Russia. Her 
present toughness is (I believe) a 
passing phase: though it may last 
Jong enough to give me the jitters to 
the end of my days. Stalin always 
appears to me as characteristic of 
Russia as Peter the Great was. It 
takes that kind wf person to make 
headway against the enormous inertia 
of the Russian soul. But he does 
not touch the Russian soul very 
deeply. That probably retains all its 
great potentialities of humanity. The 
Russia of Tolstoy, Dostoevsky and 
Tchehov is only in abeyance; and 
when the desperate pre-occupation of 
the USSR with its own security is 
abated—as sooner or later it must be 
—the “pan-humanism” of the Rus- 
sian will manifest itself again. 

his may be a streak of wishful- 
thinking in me. But I shall take a lot 
of persuading that a people whose 
classics are Pushkin, Gogol, Tur- 


C.0.s Release : ‘‘No labour 
controls” pledge 


A T the Second Reading of the 

“CO’s Release” Bill in the 
Lords on Jan. 29, Lord Nathan 
(Under Seoretary for War), re- 
iterated the Minister of Labour’s 
assurance that the Essential Work 
Order and similar Labour controls 
would not be operated so_ as to keep 
conditionally registred CO’s in their 
war time jobs after they had been 
released from their conditions under 
the Bill. 

The Earl of Rosebery (for the Conservative 
Opposition) urged that COs should be held 
back until Navy and Air Force personne] in 
the same release groups had been released as 
well as the Army groups; and asked for 
equality with other workers in industry who 
for some reason had not been called up and 
might not be entitled to release under the 
Essential Work Order and similar Orders. On 
these points the Government held firm. 


eniev, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky and 
Tchehov is not going to turn up 
trumps in the end. 


Germany annihilated 


M R. R. R. STOKES, M.P. has just 
. returned from a visit to Ger- 
many. Here is his verdict, as given 
to The Catholic Herald (Feb, 1): 

““The Russians are busy destroying Germany 
as a potential aggressor: the Americans are 
destroying her as a trade competitor; the 
French are grasping al] they can for them- 
selves despite the fact that they have proved 
totally incapable of looking after what they 
already hold; and we alone are trying to 
reconstruct on sane lines. 

“The sum result of these conflicting policies 
is that Germany is being annihilated. I find 
myself in complete agreement with the Par- 
liamentary colleague who observed on the day 
of our return, ‘We seem to be atarving the 
German people to death.’”’ 


New grain for the wastes 


WHAT is the really important 
news? I am wondering whether 
the account of the production of a new 
bread-grain plant, given by Dr. 
Swarbrick in a recent broadcast, may 
not prove to be epoch making. The 
new plant is a cross between wheat 
and rye, and is intended for the poor, 
sandy, sour soils that are so abundant 
in Northern Europe—soils in which 
rye alone can be grown at present. 
When rye is crossed with wheat 
ordinarily the plant produces a seed 
which is sterile. Dr. Wellensiet—a 
Dutch agricultural scientist—in- 
creased a single one of these sterile 
plants to over 200 by layering. These 
he treated with colchicine, so that 
about five per cent. of these plants 
doubled their chromosome number. 
And the grains-of these proved fertile. 
So that it is quit2 possible that a 
grain has been produced with the 
milling qualities of wheat that can be 
grown in the dry wastes of India and 
South Africa. 


UNO — “all we have’’ 


PRESIDENT HUTCHINS of 

Chicago University is one of the 
most enlightened men in USA. Ina 
pamphlet: “ The Atomic Bomb versus 
Civilization,” issued by Human 
Events—the Washington News-Letter 
to which I have frequently referred— 
he writes :— 

“A world-state can arise and endure only 
on the solid foundations of a world-community, 
No such community exists, and, at the present 
rate of moral progress, none can be created 
before the world is full of atomic bombs. 

as Is the situation, then, altogether hopeless? 
I think not; but the only hope is to increase 
the rate of moral progress tremendously, to 
increase it beyond anything we have ever 
dreamed of, to increase it to an extent which 
itself, at first glance, may seem hopeless ...” 

“In the next five years we must see to it, 
if we can, that our social and cultural ad- 
vances for once exceed the advances in the 
technology of destruction.” 


One way to this (says President 
Hutchins) is that, in international 
negotiations, everything should be 
done to remove or diminish fear 
among nations and nothing to in- 
crease it. We—remember he is ad- 
dressing Americans primarily—should 
take any measures that will reveal 
our goodwill and our eagerness to 


co-operate with other nations. Then 
he speaks of UNO in terms which I 


for one can wholeheartedly endorse: 

“We should do everything we can to 
strengthen the United Nations, making clear 
that we have accepted the obligation, by 
joining this organization, not to use the atomic 
homb without the consent of other nations. 
Since the United Nations is an organization 
of sovereign states, with the power in the 
hands of a few large ones, we should recog- 
nize that it cannot prevent the next war, that 
it cannot be the world-state which the eur- 
vival of mankind demands, and that drastic 
constitutional revisions will be required before 
the new organization can be regarded as a 
serious step forward. Nevertheless, it ia all 
we have; it is the germ of the international 
organization; and it must he carefully tended 
until ita constitution is revised or until a new 
and better organization is created.’ 


Towards a world community 


UT the great emphasis of Presi- 


dent Hutchins is on the work of 
education necessary. And he speaks 
of it nobly. 

““ Since the great aim is a world community, 
the great task is education. A world-com- 
munity can exist only with world com- 
munication, which means something more than 
extensive short-wave facilities scattered about 
the globe. It means common understanding, 
a common tradition, common ideas and com- 
mon_ ideals. 

“We do not know what education could do 
for us, because we have never tried it. We 
must try it now. We must expand it and 
intensify it, until education in understanding 
hecomes the major occupation of all our youth 
and the major activity of all adults in their 
stendily increasing leisure-time. Every achool. 
college and university, every library, com- 
munity building and hall must become a 
centre of the aducation of Americans of all 
mges in that common tradition and those com- 
mon ideas and ideals upon which a world- 
community must rest.” 

“The task is overwhelming, and the chance 
of success is slight. We must take the chance 
or die.” 

There—I could not help thinking as 
I read those stirring words—is set out 
the true purpose of a pacifist move- 
ment. 


Voices and Faces 


rPHE first voice that called to 
us out of the night was 
that of Heine. 

Heine’s home is in Prague, and from 
a casual conversation in the train some 
ten years ago he became one of our 
regular visitors during the year he 
was in the country. Listening whilst 
he talked—of Prague, his country, his 
home and his folk—we felt before he 
left that we knew them almost as well 
as we knew him. After he went away 
letters passed at infrequent intervals 
until the curtain of war came down. 
Often during the six years we thought 
of Heine. What would he be doing? 
Wie expected that he would be in the 
Army. It would be good to hear 
something. We wondered if we should 

ever hear again. ~ 


“A letter from Heine’ 


Then one day whils our armies were 
still in a state of flux, before the 
national zones had been clearly de- 
fined a letter arrived. “ A letter from 
Hein2,” I shouted, and the family 
crowded round to read the letter and 
to ask questions. “What does he 
say?” “ How is he?” He did not say 
much. Just a hurried note written 
whilst an R.A.F. prisoner, on his way 
to England, waited. “He thad promised 
to post it when he got to the country, 
“ Were we all safe and” well?” asked 
the letter. He hoped that he would be 
able to come to England. Could we 
now come to Prague as we had so long 
promised? I wrote straight away 
giving him the “ high-lights ” of our 
news, of marriages and births, and 
the rest. Did he get that letter? We 
do not know. Just a remembered 
voice that called to us and was lost 
again. And now we strain our cars 
and eyes to hear the voice again, and 
to catch a sight of the face. 


MPPHE second voice was that of 
Cameron. “ You remeom- 
ber Cameron? I’ve a letter from him 
this morning.” I knew that my wife 
did remember. We had spoken more 
than once of the delightful evening we 
had spent with them shortly before 
both he and his wife had joined the 
forces. After that we had heard 
nothing. The letter just said that he 
was back, was getting down to busi- 
ness, he would like me to call to ex- 
change news. “ Yes, I’ll call one after- 
noon,” said I. “ Remember me to him, 
Tell him he must call to see us, and 
bring his wife, if she is out of the 
army,” said my wife. 


Personal call 

The next afternoon I called at the 
address on the letterhead, and sent in 
my name. As I walked into the room 
Cameron hurried forward to shake me 
by the hand, very pleased to see me, 
inquired about the wife and family. 
His wife was still in the forees but 


GOOD FOR WORTHING 


ss Yet another highly trained 

mind from Cambridge ... 
a man who numbers among his 
friends, colleagues and pupils, 
scientists who evolved the atomic 
bomb,” writes the Worthing 
Herald columnist in the current 
issue, describing a recent speaker 
in the town. 

“T appreciated the clarity and 
preciseness of the exposition put 
forth by this Scottish physicist, 
Alex Wood, MA, DSc, of Emman- 
uel College,” the writer comments, 
adding, “1 can see that the very 
devilishness of the bomb is a 
challenge to our moral principles; 
I can see the necessity for stop- 
ping the divorce between technical 
progress and_ spiritual develop- 
ment; but the ‘know-how’ 
escapes me.” 


* 

J\LSEWHERE the paper re- 

4 ports the speech of the PPU 
National Chairman. “If there 
was another war,’ said Alex 
Wood, “the atomic bomb would 
be used. The problem was not 
how to control the atomic bomb 
but how to prevent war.” 

Speaking as a scientist whose 
whole life had been spent in the 
laboratory where most of the 
atomic research was done, Dr. 
Wood said that Lord Rutherford 
had no conception of the channel 
into which his pioneering work 
would be turned. As late as 1937 
the scientists had no idea of the 
use which would be made of their 
research, 
POSS SST 82548888482 222028O@ 


been hearing all sorts of things but 
we want to know it first hand.” Sur- 
prising because I did not,expect any 
reply to a note of introduction I had 
written, and the more surprising be- 
cause I couldn’t imagine that voice 
ealling from any other place than a 
small factory on the Tyne with fumes 
rising from molten metal which 
always caused the newcomer to cough 
and splutter. And now this voice 
told me very excitedly, that both he 
and his partner had taken up farming 
and he wanted my opinion of his cows 
and his land. 

Now, having heard the voice, I want 
to see the face. I know from the tone 
of the voice that it will be a younger 
face, that the worried lines I have 
szen developing over twenty years will 
be less pronounced and in the process 
of being smoothed out. I am expect- 
ing faces good to look at and voices a 
delight to hear. I do not think I 
shall be disappointed. 

H. H. 


she hoped to be out iin a few months 
and then they would settle down. 

I had arrived elated and with great 
expectations, Conversation had 
always flowed easily and smoothly 
between us although on most matters 
our views were poles apart. Now 
after six years not one but many meet- 
ings would be needed to relate our ex- 
periences to each other. 


PERHAPS the whole thing 
was my fault, but in a few 
minutes I learned more about the 
estrangement between the returning 
soldiers and their wives, and also their 
friends than in all that I had read 
previously. It seemed that in less 
than half a dozen sentences we had 
both said all that we had been doing 
for the past six years and then con- 
versation just dried up. We both 
realised that we had during the time 
been growing away from each other. 
It had nothing to do with his being 
a militarist and I a pacifist. We just 
did not live in the same world. The 
clear chiselled face, the clean bright 
eye and the frank smile of six years 
ago had given place to a face having 
no determination, with bags under the 
eyes, and a smile that was just the 
ghost of the smile that was then so 
charming. As I looked at him the 
face revealed more to me what had 
been happening in the past six years 
than any words could. 


AS I looked my mind travelled 
4 back twenty-five years to 
a day when I had had a similar dis- 
appointment at a reunion. A differ- 
ent war but how much the same. Fed 
to the teeth in the trenches, or being 
“ browned off” on an ack-ack battery 
produce much the same result if one 
finds a way out through the same door. 

most surprising and welcome 
voice called from a farm tin the south, 
“For goodness sake come to see us 


and tell us all your news. We have 


PPU London Area's new open-air lunch- 
hour pitch in Portpool Lane (Leather lane) 
was started Jast Friday. A fair number 
gathered to listen to Sybil Morrison, but soon 
after Patrick Figgis took over a hailstorm cut 
the meeting short. An inauspicious start, but 
all those concerned in the venture were never- 
theless encouraged and confident. The meetings 
will continue regularly each Friday at 1 p.m. 


Now on sale: 


The €.0.s hansard 
No. IB 


From March to October, 1945 
Price 6d.; by post 7d. 


C.B.C.0.. 6 ENDSLEIGH STREET, W.C.1 


LINDSEY THEATRE 


Palace Gardens Terrace 


Notting Hill Gate. Bay. 2512 


February 19th for three weeks only 


THE UNKNOWN 
WARRIOR 


By Paul Raynal 


A production of the Second 
Company of 


The Adelphi Players 


in association with The Arts Council 
Evenings at 8 p.m. (excluding Monday) 


Matinee: Sat. 2.30. Sun. 8 and 3 p.m. (membs.) 
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